Outside Learning Easier for Applied Courses, but Possible for All
As I have read/watched this module and gone to the service learning workshop I have still had problems thinking of ideas to adapt them into my general education classes. I teach math, math that everyone, despite their associate degree, has to take. In my classes, therefore, I have a wide range of interests and abilities. Also, they are introductory courses, so having them work alongside a professional of their choice for a day working on calculations or whatnot, could be problematic or a liability to the professional partner. I am still trying to think of ways for my students to use service learning in the curriculum, however, I do think it is a very useful idea and skill and would be interested in examining. In the workshop they mentioned tutoring elementary students in their math. This is intriguing, especially since I want my students to realize they already have skills established and that they aren't as "horrible at math" as they may think they are. I was discussing this with another faculty member and she reminded me that to work with elementary schools you need to go through a background check, which may take a few weeks, so planning would be a critical component to implementing this into my course. 

I have taught a couple of applied courses concerning math: Math for cosmetology students and math for nurses (those courses in lay person descriptions). After watching the videos, going to workshops, reading the activities, the idea that once you become a more specific and applied subject matter it is much easier to implement service learning, or learning outside the classroom in general. That the broader the subject matter and the broader the student base it is more difficult to develop an activity that would help all students. However, I had minimal experience with service learning in my math for nurses course. I had adopted a syllabus from another instructor and he had a service learning activity available for extra credit. I am of the opinion that extra credit would be the easiest way to ease yourself into implementing a service learning activity. The student really enjoyed the volunteering, she appreciated and felt more prepared for her chosen career in nursing, and she had an experience in a field (hospice) she wouldn't have otherwise considered. It was actually surprising to me how much she learned, especially since she did the project solely for the 3% extra credit. 

Other learning outside the classroom activities are also easier to implement in my applied classes. I have had a medical intensive care nurse come in and describe dosage calculations and nursing experiences that she had done in the previous weeks come and talk to us. This corresponded directly to what we had been learning in the "math for nurses" class. Also, when I taught the "math for cosmetology" class I had them go and interview a practicing cosmetologist and ask about the math they used in their profession. Often people don't think of cosmetology relating to math, however, they have to deal with ratios, angles, lengths, conversions, mix solutions, often run or manage their own business, etc. After I read their papers summarizing their interview they are often surprised how much math and work goes into managing their business to be successful. Often the people they interview are also surprised at how much math they use, it isn't usually what they think about. These activities really bring home the theory that we learned in class (usually I have them do the interviews or guest speakers near the end of the semester so that they can be knowledgable and understand all the comments and stories) and that they have an actual practical use. 

I am still going to think about how to apply service learning, and learning outside the classroom in general, can be applied to my general education classes. I can definitely see the appeal and affects in my applied courses, so I would be eager to implement something in my general courses.
